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In an economic expansion era, most people are forced to
speed up their lifestyle to match with highly competitive
society. Many people have less time to prepare and eat
food. Therefore, ready-to-eat meal such as bakery products
in packages present as new opportunities for entrepreneurs,
because of the convenience it offers e.g. easy to eat, easy
to carry, and easy to find. With these positive factors, bakery
industry growth surges years after years and will continue to
grow. In a highly competitive environment, the key to boost
sales for entrepreneurs is to develop products that offer
convenience and health qualities, along with modifying the
look of the products to be outstanding, with good taste and
delicate texture at the same time.

Steamed Cake is another bakery product that answers to the demand
of consumers these days. The cake receives great feedback in China and
Japan. Its main feature is that instead of being baked, it is steamed! This
distinctive characteristic makes the cake good for consumers in all ages
and suitable to be eaten for breakfast and coffee-break snack. Steamed
cake is rather similar to sponge cake, dense, soft, and elastic, but the heart
of its charm lies on modified starch and food additives.

But nowadays, Clean Label Food trend is so strong that many
entrepreneurs need to readjust their marketing strategy following
many consumers who are turning to healthier and safer eating habits.
Consumers believe that food with clean label is safe, high quality,
healthy, uses natural ingredients familiar to them and lacks chemicals
and synthetic substances. This poses as a challenge for bakery
entrepreneurs who need to adjust their recipes to be free from food
additives or substances listed with e-number, while retain the products’
quality.

In response to the trend, Functional Native Starch’, which is free
from E-number and GMO, becomes more and more popular and has
been intensively developed to be used effectively in label friendly
bakery. Moreover, the continuous research and development also
maximize the product’s efficiency and usability. On the other words,
product developer can use only small amount —only 10-20% of former
recipe — of functional native starch! to make airy texture of the
bakeries, especially steamed cake, with small and evenly distributed
air cells (Figure 1). When consider sensory quality test (Figure 2),
we found that steamed cake made with functional native starch has
delicate, soft, flexible texture and does not stick to the teeth when
eating. The outcome’s quality is similar to steamed cake which uses
modified starch, hence the product received equal preferences from
testers.

Therefore, if the entrepreneurs can develop products and goods
in response to the demand of the consumers — especially the clean
label food trend which consumers believe means “safe, high quality,
and healthy food” — they will have better opportunities to expand
bakery businesses in the future. é)cus
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"' Natura STN Functional Native Starch by SMS Corporation
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